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“ Report, say they, and.we will report.” 

It isasserted from unquestionable author- 
ity, that a report has been spread, in a re- 
mote place from this village, by a metho- 
dist priest, setting forth that Mr. Babcock, 
the episcopal priest in Buffalo, has deni¢gd 
that he appointed to preach in defence of the 
existence of the Devil ; and that, on that 
subject, he has been misrepresented. in the 
Advocate. It has been further reported,in 
another different direction, that Mr. Bab- 
cock has denied, that he desired or ordered 
the sexton or bell-ringer, not to ring the 
bell for the universalists meetings. 

We are the more surprised to hear all 
this, because the report, that Mr. B. had 
appointed, at the close of his meeting on 
one Sabbath, to preach in defence of the 
existence of the devil on the next Sabbath ; 
was very generally spread, immediately af- 
ter the close of his exercises on the first 
mentioned Sabbath; it was the topic of 
conversation, by many, through the week ; 
it excited a number to go and hear what he 
had to say on the subject, the next Sabbath, 
and, according to the received repc , he 
actually did preach on that subject, as is 
proved by a cloud of witnesses. 

Thus far the public will judge as to the 
propriety of Mr. Babcock’s denial of the 
appointment. True, we say, that there is 
nothing criminal in a person’s appointing to 
preach on any subject which he deems to 
be truth ; -but when there is so much -evi- 
dence that the appointment was made, it 
seems that some delicate feelings must be 
connected with the denial. 

Ifthe report of the appointment thus to 
preach, by Mr. Babcock, was without foun- 
dation ; the fault will and ought to be laid 
to the charge of the reporters: but if the 
appointment was, tn fact, made, and such 
discourse was delivered accordingly 5 it 
seems that the fault will be connected with, 
the denial. ) 

As to the report,by the methodist preach- 
er, that Mr. Babcock considered himself 
misrepresented, on that subject, in the Ad- 
vocate ; we have only to observe, that 
nothing has been published therein, as to 
the argument and proofs of Mr. B. on that 





subject, but what was taken in writing and 


published with exactness. 

We are willing, nay we are desirous, 
however, to go into a thorough investigation 
on this head; and if any misrepresentations 
have been made, the fault shall be laid 
where it ought, and the public shall knew 
it. ty ib 
With. respect to the subject.of the Bell, 
we have no other wish than. that the » pub- 
lic may know the truth. 

There are seyeral persons who are fam- 
ed for integrity, who do assert, that Mr. B. 
did endeavor to disuade the sexton from 
ringing the bell for the universalist. meet- 
ing, and that he acknowledged the same 
afterwards, and asserted his right so to do. 

These subjects, we had hoped, were pas- 
sed over, that, by them our attention should 
no more be engrossed. . But. conceiving 
that there. are persons very active in dissem- 
inating untruths, with a view to justify 
themselvesiand criminate others ; we have 
thought it to: be: oursduty to let the public 
know the-truth as to the.abeve particulars. 

That these reports: sowki. he .made at a 
distance; and not. at/home; aigues guilt ; be- 
cause ata distance, it cannot be known 
what is truth, without. more attention than 
is generally paid in such cases: ‘but at 
home all do/or may:know and be acquaint- 
ed with it. 

Misrepresentations are one ofthe crying 
sins of our land ; and by reason of: this, 
equally with profane swearing, the, land 
mourns. ; 

The best method, when men have been 
imprudent. or: faulty, is candidly, toac- 
knowledge it, and strive to do better in-fu- 
ture ; but where persons endeavor, by the 
above metbods,to-justify themselves in their 
imprudencies, and to cast a stigma on those 
whom they have unjustly attacked ; it be- 
comes the duty of community to discounte- 
nance, and of the judges to punish it. 

We believe, that if the above reports 
have originated frométe episcopal clergy- 
man here, and spread in a distant county by 
his advice or declaration; he is in duty 
bound to substantiate the same 5, and that 
upon his refusal so to do, he must expect 
to lose the public.estat. 


We:shall give up thegg@me of the meth- 
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adist preacher who reported the above from 


home, and the proofs we have of his reports, | 


when an investigation makes it necessary ; 
and we-assure the asserter of these reports 
at home, and the propagator of them a- 
broad, that nothing can give us satisfaction, 
short of a full explanation.—Epiror. 





How we may consistently manage a dis- 
: ute. 

The different doctrines, in the christian 
world, have made, and still continue to 
make an unfavorable impression on the 
public mind. So long asthe watchmen are 
divided, the community will partake of their 
divisions. If this consisted only in differ- 
ent opinions,without that heat and asperity, 
which commonly is anattendant : we could 
not consider it in so unfavorable a light ; or 
if the right use and improvement of such 
divisions were made, the diflerent denomi- 
nations would appear like children of the 
same family, differing only in their given 
names: but when these opinions lessen 
our love, or excite our pride, our anger and 
hatred ; then the impression is unfavorable, 
and the consequences very disagreeable. 

In order to ‘remedy such consequences, 
we ought to. be dictated by the principles of 
moderation and candor ; weighing careful- 
ly and impartialy the arguments of our op- 
ponents. It sometimes, isthe case, that 
conquest over an opponent, is the object of 
contention rather than truth, and wherever 
this is the case our labor isin vain. Truth 
should be our object. 

But how shall we manage our disputa- 
tions so as to come at truth r Ans. Wecan, 
if disposed, see and acknowledge the 
weight of an argument on the side of amad- 
versary, equally with that of our own. 

If then, we hide, or will not acknowledge 
the force of our opponent’s argument, thro’ 
fear of its disadvantage to our own; we 
prove to every discriminating person, that 
ourselves and not truth, is the object in our 
pursuit. 

It should, therefore, be the determination 
of every person engaged in an argument,to 
allow all that force to the reasons of his 
opposer, which he would claim to himself 
in a similar case. 

We may consider truth as an object which 
two persons are endeavoring to promote, by 
comparing it with any object, which both 
wish to establish. The persons contend- 
ing, are not to contend for the promotion of 
themselves, but for the promotion of truth. 

We should be ous, likewise, not to 
suppose that ‘truth @gn waver with our views 


& 


ree. 


of it, or with our arguments for or against 
it; like life and immortality, it may be 
brought to ight, but not created or modifi- 
ed by any arguments of ours. 

We should be careful to. suppress al] 
sharpness of temper,and not allow ourselves 
to be in a passion or in bondage te such a 
disposition, when we consider, that truth, 
for which we contend, is designed to make 
us free; and that the knowledge of it, is 
calculated equally, for the benefit of both. 

Thus let our arguments be managed and 


‘the cause of truth will be advanced, and 


the union of men will be promoted. 
Epiror. 





A Treatise on the Creation of the Earth. 
(‘Translated from the Latin.] 

1. Taking a solitary walk on a certain 
day, in a grove, in the neighborhood of a 
city, for the purpose unbending the mind, I 
saw the trees stripned of leaves, every way 
flying about,for autumn was then far advanc- 
ed, and had shaken off the ornaments of 
summer. First 1 grew pensive, and then 
serious, because I was then mindful of the 
pleasant scene which that grove had exhib- 
ited in its bloom and verdure. The change 
since that time, though common, had not 
obliterated its forme: beauties from my mind, 
and upon contemplating the present scene,| 
began to think of the general fluctuations 
which time undergoes, and said to myself, 
is it not the same thing with respect to the 
times, as with the seasons? Our life also, 
and its various. ages, difler as much from 
one time to another, asthis grove. Like 
these trees, we have a spring, and. a bloom 
of life, which, like summer, being past, we 
perceive ourselves hasten apace to our old 
age, the image of autumn. Not only the 
ages of our lives, but likewise the eras and 
epochas of the world, influencing the polit- 
ical life of society, have their seasopns,which 
from infantine simplicity, integrity, and in- 
nocency, were formerly denominated the 
golden and silver ages. The iron age is 
supposed to be at hand ; and that in a short 
time, by a mixture of rust and potter’s clay, 
it will be ready to crumble into atoms. 

2. For the ancient wise men, whose 
minds were abstracted from the body, and 
so nearer Heaven, studied most intensely to 
investigate the interior secrets of nature, 
and in the revolutions of their own times, 
saw in a plain mariner that the best states 
in society preceded the others, and that in 
the earliest ages, justice and purity, with 
their concomitant virtues, governed the 





world: wherefore they propagated tradi- 
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tions, that their gods had descended from this its revolution, it is turned about as 8 


such stars as were appointed to them upon 
earth,and had dweltin a friendly intercourse 
with mankind, in such a manner, that 
Heaven was brought down upon earth, and 
poured out its delights in the air and atmos- 
phere, for the solace of mankind. In com- 
pliment to these favors, sucha time was 
called the saturian and saturnalia, or the 
golden age, in which the earth spontane- 
ously adorned itself with flowers and fruits, 
and the whole surface was one continued 
garden, like a paradise, as they represented 
it. ‘They even contracted the four seasons 
into on perpetual spring, with gentle zeph- 
yrs, which, while they tempted the air, fill- 
ed the minds of men, at that time, with rav- 
ishing delights. Sucha grand scene this 
visible world opened to the ancient wise 
men! for this reason no doubt, because 
they saw, in all its changes or produtions,as 
well living as dead, such an order imprint- 
ed for their contemplation ; for there is 
nothing which has not, in its primary state, 
its proper spring and bloom, its infancy and 
innocence; for particular representations 
are so many images of the general, and gen- 
erals of particulars, which are classed un- 
der them : wherefore the ancient wise men, 
reasoning fromm analogy, thus ascribed to 
the former times a state of spring and in- 
fancy, holding the same persuasion concern- 
ing the first rise of things. Let us then 
contemplate the face of this universe, and 
see, as in a glass, its particular contents ; 
and by the assistance of these, let us exam- 
ine the times and seasons. But this would) 
be a vain inquisition, without the assistance 
and inspiration of the Supreme Being, from 
whom,as the sun of wisdom, and the sole 
fountain of light, all truths, as rays, derive 
thei: influence upon our understandings.— 
Wherefore, that he would favor our present 
undertaking, we humbly beg his presence, 
and gracious assistance. 

3. Our terraqueous globe is every year] 
revolved round the sun, the centre of his 
universe as this orbit, and marks out its di- 
mensions in her revolution there, by the 
signs of the zodiac. The time of its revo- 
lution, or return to the same point of the 
circle, is called its year. While it makes 
this revolution, a little obliquely to the 
northern signs,and southwardly to those op- 
posite, itis diverted from the plane of the 
eliptic ; and soin every the least portion of 
its progression, on all parts of its surface, 
the sun shines upon it witha different as- 
pect. Hence the four seasons of the year, 


wheel round the axis, which runs from pole 
to pole through the middle of the equator, 
and by his turning divides the circle at its 
surface into degrees, which are the days of 
the year. Ineach of those days it makes 
the sun, by its. rotation, to rise ; from his 
rise to gain his altitude, and to decline from 
the meridian ; and lastly, to set and disap- 
pear. Hence there are in every day again 
four intervals, or times, viz. morning, noon, 
evening and night, with their attendaut 
hours, which measure these times and sea- 
sons of the year. The four intervals ofthe 
year are represented in the four times of 
the day, and correspond thereto ; the morn- 
ing to spring, the mid-day to summer, the 
evening to autumn, and the night to winter. 
4. As the terraqueous globe revolves 
round the sun, its centre, so the moon re- 
volves round the earth, her centre ; and in 
like mianner intersects the equator in two 
opposite points, or nodes, thus obtaining 
her range through a certain zodiac, by 
which sometimes one of her soles, ‘some- 
times another, being nearer, changes her 
state and aspect, whereby she enlightens 
the earth, her centre. The revolutions 
which she makes, marking out our months, 
are so many of her years. ‘Thus’ again 
there is an image representative of the 
changes in our earth, in her course; and 
of the times and seasons depending on it. 





From Plain Truth. 
MISSIONARY REPORT. 


The Sixth Annual Report of the United 
Foreign Missionary Society, held in the 
City of New York, on Wednesday,May 
7, 1823. New York, printed by D.Fan- 
shaw, 1823. Svo. pp. 108. 


We have received from an attentive cor 
respondent in New York, a copy of the a- 
bove work, which we have perused with 
some attention. It consists of a kind of 
historical outline, (and it is only an outline) 
of the “ Union,” “‘ Great Osage,” “ Tusca- 
rora,” * Seneca,” and “ Cattaraugus” mis- 
sions; with the Treasurer’s account, ac- 
count of donations, names of donors, of life 
members, &c. Three of these missionary 
establishments, viz. the ‘Tuscarora, Seneca, 
and Cattaraugus, are situated but a little 
distance west of us;* and all so near that 
by means of our acquaintance with the coun- 
try, and many of the inhabitants around 
them, we can judge of their usefulness and 
their prospects. Itis to that part of the 





Spring, summer, autumn and winter. In 


book which relates to these three missions, 
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therefore, that we shall mostly confine our 
remarks at this time—~and for the following 
reason: ‘f'lic compilers of the work, we ob-| 
serve, have a most happy faculty oi secrei- 
ing whatever may not tell to their advan- 
tace 3 we therefore prefer examining their 
statements in connexion with our knowledge 
of facts. ‘ 

The first in order, as they stand in the 
work before us, is the “ Tuscarora Mission,” 
of which we are told at page 31, “ ‘The 
state of this church and tribe, during the 
past year, has not been altogether as favor- 
able as your managers had reason to expect.” 
‘Phen follows a statement that “ prejudice” 
had operated upon the minds of the indians, 
and produced a dislike to Mr. Crane, the 
missionary 3 but a council convened in Oct. 
had put all things right again. Upon the 
very next page, however, we read, “ Your 

nanagers regret to add, that, at the date of 
their latest advices, the state of things in the 
tribe was AGALN assuming an unpromising 
aspect.” The reader cannot fail to see the 
hide-and-seck game here played by the 
** managers,” as the compilers of the book 
very appropriately style themselves; for 
there is not one word of particulars upon 
the subject of this “ unpromissing aspect.” 
The “ managers” (“ I thank thee, Jew, for 
teaching me that word,”) well knew that 
the Indians were not likely ever to know 
what had been said of them, and so the 
whole is charged to the account of “ preju- 
dice.” We happen to be in possession of 
some facts touching this “ unpromising as- 

ect,” which in due time shall be made pub- 
Tic ; and when they are, we trust they will 
not all be placed to the account of “‘ preju- 
dice”’ The Tuscarora Indians have mat- 
ters in train for a full developement of this 
whole “aspect,” that the * sanagers” 
(there it is again) call so ** unpromising.” 
The whole business (and poor cnough it is) 
of this mission, is managed in the same way. 
The missionary, (so the * managers” quote ) 
says: “ The members of the church are, I 
fear, in a low state ;” and of the school they 
say: The success of the school at ‘Tuscaro- 
ra has not equalled the expectations of the 
Board.” This is emphatically “ lighting a 
candle and putting it under a bushel.”” How 
can any one from this statement learn the 
real situation of things at ‘Tuscarora? It 
is impossible. 

Of the Seneca mission, the account is still 
more dry, dark, and unintelligible than that 
of the Tuscarora. © The “ managers” begin 
the management of the subject by stating | 
that “Miss Reeves and Miss Van Parran,? 

- 





the female teachers mentioned in our last 
report,have both retired from this mission 3” 
and that in place of these, “Miss Pueps 


| SELDON, Of Buffalo, and Miss Asenary 


Brsuor, of Homer, have joined the mission. 
The remainder of all that is said of this es. 
tablishment, (of the expense of which we 
shall speak at the close of this article,) is in 
fact nothing more than that a school hgs 
been kept, when sometimes they had 17 
scholars, and sometimes less; that some had 
been baptized, and o.j:ers had joined the 
church ; while others :<i!! had died by nat- 
ural causes;. and, for auvi.t we know, just 
as white foiks do. Now all this is very 
marvellous, we admit, and highly interesi- 
ing, as is, also, the following trom the clos- 
ing paragraph of the “ managers,” account 
of this station :—“ Your managers still view 
the situation of this mission as auspicious 
and interesting.” General terms are all 
we can get of these wary ** managers” —the 
remainder is all thrust under the bushel! 
Third and last comes the “ Cattaraucus 
mission.” This is under the command of 
Mr. William A. Thayer, the date of whose 
arrival is given. He went there in 1822; 
found the’ Christain party” very glad to 
see hin 5 and the “ Pagan party” Very sor- 
ry he had arrived. He attempted to build 
upon the Indian lands; but finding they 
would not sufier him to do so, (for seasons 
unknown,) he abandoned the place, and 
located himself beyond the bounds of their 
reservation. Here he opened a school,and 
in it he taught such children as he could get 
to attend, where he remains to this day— 
and so the story ends. ‘ 
In looking over the expences of the vari- 
ous stations,we find that the Seneca missioui 
is, indeed, as the “ managers” say, “ inter- 
esting,” if expences can make it so. The 
following is a copy of the amount paid to 
this establishment during one year, ending 
March, 1822, as stated in the secretary > 
account of moneys paid :— 
1821. 
June 12. By cash paid the Rev. Mr. 
Harris’ drait, [No. 9] $776,179 
Do. Th. Armstrong’s draft, 
[ No. 10] 45,00 
Oct. 4. Do. Rev. T. S. Harris and 
J. Young’s draft, [No. 22] 648,09 
Do. Thomas Armstrong’s 
draft, [No. 23] 45,00 
Dec.2. Do. Messrs. Harris and 
Young’s drait, [No. 32] 0538,)4 
Do. Thomas Armstrong’s 
draft, [No. 33] 45,000 
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draft, | No. 43] 758,07 

Mar.1. De. ‘Thomas Armstrong’s 
draft, [No. 4-1] 45,00 
$3,051.07 


These several sums were drawn for quar- 
terly, by Messrs. Harris and Young, the 
missionaries at the Seneca station, and ‘Th. 
Armstrong, the interpreter, and amount as 
footing shows, fo $3,051 07, for one year’s 
expences! ‘The same book from which we 
copy this, states, that the Seneca mission 
was commenced in 1811, (ef course it has 
been in operation twelve years,) and during 
the /ast year a church has been formed, 
consisting of four Indian members. What 
the expence of this mission was during the 
first 11 years of its existence,we know not; 
but putting that out of the account, and tak- 
ing the expence of the twelfth year only, 
which is $3,051 07, dividing it by four,the 
number of Indians who have “ joined the 
church,” and we have a fraction over 
$762 76 to each Indian “bro’t in.” This, 
reader, is the acount, as it stands in the mis- 
sionary report, which, of course, must be 
taken and received as authentic. Whether 
the four who have “ joined the church” are 
bctter than before,we are not told—of course 
we must infer they are not—for these pco- 
ple always brag of all they have. 

With this statement before us, the “ man- 
agers” deliberately say that there has been 
a * deficiency in the receipts of the year, of 
Jive thousand eight hundred and forty dol- 
lars,” which can surprise no one ; and then 
they gravely add, “ they cannot indulge the 
suspicion, that their fellow christians will 
permit the institution to languish, or its de- 
voted missionaries to suffer IN THE WIL- 
DERNESS, [‘The Seneca missienaries are 
not far “ in the wilderness,” but what they 
can ride on horseback to Buffalo in one 
hour ; from which place a public stage will 
iake them all to Albany in three days, any 
week they please,] for want of pecuniary 
aid.” Subsequently to this they say :— 
** They feel constrained to believe, that, 
however widely, under the guidance of 
of Providence, they extend their operations, 
they will be borne out by the munificence 
of the religious community.” Now, for 
ourselves, we do not believe the operations 
of this society are of any benefit to God or 
man ; and we are “constrained to believe” 
ihat they cannot much longer wheedle the 





public out of such enormous sums of money 
as they have heretofore done, We think! 


the public good would have been still furth- 
er subserved, if, instead of $5,840, defi- — 
ciency, their accounts had shown one so 
large asatonce to have obliged them to 
stop entirely their operations. Then,when 
their “ devoted missionaries” had “ suffer- 
ed” as long as they wished to “ in the ail- 
derness,” they might come out to a white 
settlement and go honestly to work, which 
would be a great advantage both to the 
* Christian” and * Pagan” part of the hu- 
man family. ‘This, we hope soon to see 
them obliged by necessity, to do, aer do 
we think the hope we indulge by any means 
a visionary one. 





* The Tuscarora missionary station is 
at Tuscarora village, four miles east of 
Lewiston—the Seneca station, ubout jive 
miles from Buffalo village, on the bank of 
Buffalo.Creek ; and the Cattaraugus sta- 
tion, qn the Cattaraugus Creek, about 40 
miles from Buffalo. 





On the Difficulties and Discouragements, 
which attend the Study of the Scrip- 
tures. 

BY BISHOP HARE. _ 

Sir—I do not wonder at the surprise with 
which you received, when we were last to- 
gether, the advice 1 ventured to give you 
in relation to the study of the Scriptures.— 
Forone, whois a clergyman himself, to 
scem to dissuade those of his own order 
from a study that has so many arguments 
to recommend it, and which, in the opinion 
of all good men, ought to be their chief bu- 
siness, has, I confess, the appearance of a 
strange paradox, and that of the worst sort. 
It looks like popery and priestcraft ; and 
therefore young and tender minds may ea- 
sily be forgiven, if they startle at the first 
proposal of it ; those, especially, who have 
a just sense of the excellency and inspira- 
tion of the scriptures, and are eagerly bent 
on the pursuit of such truths, as more im- 
mediately tend to the advancement of vir- 
tue and religion. As you are of that num- 
ber, and went into orders with no other 
view, but that you might the better study 
the scriptures yourself, and advance the 
knowledge of them in the world : it wasnot 


ito be expected you should presently come 


into other sentiments. Which I am so far 
from taking’ amiss, that I think it to your 
commendation, that neither the affection 
nor esteem you so often express for an old 
friend, could pervail with you to act a part 
that might have the appearance of levity in 
a mattey ofse much covsequence. Nor is it 
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less for your credit, that you can retain your 
opinion, without losing your temper, or 
showing a backwardness to hear what isto 
be said against it. Most tempers run into 
extremes 3 they are either too volatile to be 
fixed, or else so fixed, that no force nor ar- 
gument can move them. But it is your 
happiness, that you can adhere without ob- 
stinacy, and change without levity ; and 
therefore I shall think it no trouble to re- 
sume the subject, and lay before you, in the 
best manner I can, the reasons that seem to 
make against the study of the scriptures in 
the way of private judgment; which I 
hope will not, upon cooler thoughts, appear 
so strange to you. You will consider they 
come from one, who is not more a friend 
to you, than he is to the church; and, if 
examples be of any weight, I can assure 
you this side of the question is by no means 
destitute of proselytes ; and that, when you 
come to know the world more, you will 
find this study neglected to a degree you lit- 
tle imagine ; but it is reasons, not examples 
will determine you. ‘To come therefore to 
them ; 

I shall, in the first place, take leave to 
ask, Cui bono, What good can come of so 
much pains ? For it may seem that a free, 
serious, impartial, and laborious study of 
ile Scriptures will be of no great service, 
for the following reasons: 

First—Because it is plain the orthodox 
jaith is not founded on a nice and critical 
knowledge of the scriptures. Many of the 
ancient christians, it will be allowed, were 
not great critics, but argued very much in 
a mystical way. Origen in particular, who 
was the greatest scholar christianity had 
bred to that time, prepetually turns the let- 
ter of scripture into allegory. From whence 
we may reasonably conclude, that the 
knowledge of the bare literal sense was, in 
the judgment of many, even in those times, 
thought to be of little use. 

Secondly—But it is certain that the ori- 
ginal language of the old Testament was 
known to very few for the first six centue 
ries, in which those general councils were 
held, wherein all the articles of the ortho- 
lox faith were settled. They governed 
ihemselyes and determined all their contro- 
verted points by the Greek version; and 
ihose who knew Hebrew best, whether they 
iook to the mystical or literal way, had the 
misfortune to be least orthodox. So it was 
with Origen, who knew the scriptures so 
well, that he had them all by heart. And 
Kusebius and others, who studied and un- 

derstood the literal sense of the scriptures 





best in the next ages, succeeded little be. 
ter ; so that this study seems to have been 
of little use to the establishment of the op. 
thodox faith. Now, if an exact and crit. 
cal knowledge of the scriptures was not yo. 
cessary to the settling of the faith, it cay. 
not be necessary to the understanding of jt 

or to the understanding those who haye 

written best on the explication and defence 

of it. Onthe contrary, such a knowledge 

tends to lessen our esteem for the Fathers of 
the church, by discovering their mistakes , 

and may weaken our regard to the decig. 

ions of councils, by exposing the falsenesg 

of the ground they see: to be built.upon— 

A man, weil skilled in the literary sense of 
the scriptures, will often find, in the fathers 

and councils, texts of scripture urged very 

insufficiently ; and a great stress laid upon 

passages, which, when critically explained, 
prove nothing, or perhaps make against 

them. Which suggests tome a third rea- 
son, why it may seem that such a study can 

do no good. 

Thirdly—And that is, because the or- 
thodox faith does not depend upon the 
scriptures considered absolutely in them- 
selves, but as explained by catholic tradi- 
tion. The faith was preserved in creeds, 
and handed down from one orthodox bish- 
op to another, whose business it was to 
keep this sacred depositum pure and unde- 
filed, and to deliver itto lis successor entire 
as he received it. It was by this tradition 
the main articles of faith were preserved in 
the church, "and not from any particular 
study of theseriptures. ‘The ground,there- 
fore, of these articles must carefully be dis- 
tinguished from the scriptures that haye 
been brought in proof of them ; these proofs 
may be weak and inconclusive, but the 
truth stands independent of them. It is 
the faith they have received ; and, if at any 
time they argue weakly for it, from the 
scriptures, it is an argument indeed against 
their learning, but none against their or- 
thodoxy. 

This therefore may seem another good 
argument to prove, that an exact and care- 
ful study of the scriptures is not a safe and 
profitable study. It is a much safer, as 
well as a more compendious way to make « 
man orthodox, to study the traditions of the 
church. 

But you willsay, that send you from 
scripture to tradition, is to turn you out of 
paradise, the garden of God, into a vast, 
confused, bewildered wood ; and thisis sa 
far from mending the matter, that it is ten 
times more laborious than the study I would 

















GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





dissuade you irom ; and so, I confess, it is, 
‘{ allthe ecclesiastical writers were to be 
carefully read, in order to know the catholic 
tradition. But that is not my meaning ;— 
ihe substance of catholic tradition lies in 
much less compass ; the established church, 
you will allow, is orthodox in all necessary 
points. If, therefore, you know the sense 
of the established church, you have in epi- 
tome the church catholic; and therefore 
you need only study her opinions to make 
vou orthodox 3 and this the most illiterate 
man may find in the liturgy articles. This, 
[ trust you will allow, is as short a way as 
could be wished, of knowing all that is ne- 
cessary tobe known. A very little time 
will serve aman to read, in his mother 
tongue, things which altogether would not 
£}1 a moderate volume ; and he will be or- 
thodox enough, and have a great deal of 
time to spare for other studies, that will 
turn to more account. Besides that, it is of 
great advantage to go in a way that is safe 
as well as short; and will lead you into 
the knowledge of all useful truths, without 
the hazard of falling into any dangerous o- 
inions. ox 

Fourthly—But if you will insist that it is 
Scripture and not tradition, that the faith is 
founded on 3 there is one thing further I 
must put you in mind of, which may seem 
to prove, that a profound and laborious stu- 
dv of the Scriptures, will not make you at 
all more orthodox. It is a fundamental 
principle among protestants, that whatever 
is necessary to be believed, is plainly and 
clearly revealed in the Scriptures ; and con- 
sequently what is not plainly and clearly re- 
vealed in them, cannot be necessary. Now, 
if what is plain and clear in Scripture, isthe 
only part that is necessary to be known, 
‘hen a laborious search into the obscurer 
parts May seem unnecceéssary to the obtain- 
ing a true orthodox faith. You will say, 
perhaps, that notwithstanding this declara- 
tion of protestants, it may and has been ur- 
sed against them by their adversaries, they 
do believe, and maintain as necessary, arti- 
cles that cannot be proved by plain and 
clear passages of Scripture. This, I con- 
fess, has been urged, and may possibly be 
true of all parties of them, except the estab- 
ished church; but, if it be, it proves only 
that they are not true to their principle ; not 
that the principle is not in itself true and 
good. And he surely must be allowed to 
be a good protestant, who adheres best to 
the principles on which the reformation is 
founded. 





Fifthly—Once more ; st!pposing the stu- 


—-—— ne a 


dy of the Scriptures as necessary as you 
please; in the last place, I say, and I am 
sure the world will say it with me, that they 
have been sufficiently studied already. And 
if any parts remain still obscure, who can 
hope to clear up passages that have puzzled 
so many great men? Or will presume in 
disputable points to set up his private judg- 
ment, against them that were men of more 
learning, of abler parts, of greater applica- 
tion, and better acquainted with the tradi- 
tion of the church, than any one will now be 
allowed to be? And (which is the best 
guide in knowledge of religion,) they were 
moreover men of most exemplary picty, de- 
votion, and humilty; virtues, of which ve- 
ry little footsteps are to be found in the learn- 
ed men of our times. 

Must not now a man have a strong bent 
of mind indeed, who cannot, by all these 
reasons, be dissuaded from giving himself 
up to a study, that may by many be thought 
as unprofitable as it is laborious ; but will 
go in, in defiance of all that has been said 
to convince him that he wastes hignself in 
vain, and that there will be no fruits of his 
labor, but to know he knows nothing? F 
call that nothing, which will turn to no ac- 
count. 

But, to show you I am disposed to make 
all possible concessions, I will grant that e- 
ven that this objection might be got over, 
were this the worst of it ; but I have one ar- 
gument still in reserve, that Iam persuaded 
will be decisive. 

(To be continzed. ) 





Men grow furious only for error and ab- 
surdity. A concern for virtue has never 
yet shown itselfin deeds of violence ; it 
has never made any inroads on the peace 
of society ; it has never trampled on the 
rights of conscience, or wielded the sword 
of persecution. It may have wept in si- 
lence at the corruption ard depravity of 
man ; it may have prayed and _ toiled witlr 
earnestness to reclaim it ; but it bas never 
burst forth into acts of hostility against e- 
ven the most corrupt and depraved. 

A free press isthe parent of much good 
ina state. But even a licentious press is a 
far less evil than a press that is enslaved,be- 
cause both sides may be heard in the for- 
mer case, but not in the Iatter. A licen- 
tious press may be an evi!—an enslaved 
one must be so. An cnslaved press is 
doubly fatal; it not only takes away the 
true light, for in that case we stand still, 
but it sets up a false one that decoys us to 
our destruction, 
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For the Gospel Advocate. 
Mr. Epiror, 

It is always with pleasure that I listen to 
the eflusion of a spirit of peace and good 
will to men; but never have I been more 
gratified with hearing any thing of the kind 
than I was on tistening to the truly excel- 
lent letier addressed by your committee to 
the Association of Universalists. I pray you, 
Sir, if possible, to obtain a copy, and grat- 
ily your readers with its insertion in your 
Advocate. If others feel as I felt when 
hearing it, I am confident it will have a good 
effect on the public. I am, Sir, yours, &e. 

A SuBscriBER. 


In compliance with the above request, I 
have obtained a copy of the letter, and feel 
a pleasure in giving it to the public—Ep. 


Copy of a Letter addressed by the Society 
at Buffalo, to the Genesce Branch of the 
Western Association of Universalists. 


Buffalo, Sept. 1823. 
To the Genesee Branch of the Western As- 
sociation of Universalists :— 

The brethren of like precious faith, unit- 
ed under the name of the “ The First Uni- 
versalist Society of the Village of Buffalo,” 
send christian salutation wishing grace, mer- 
cy and peace, to all who love our Lord Je- 
sus Christ, and rejoice in the fulness of love 
wherewith God hath loved us. 

Eeloved brethren: It hath pleased the 
God and Father of the spirits of all richly 
to multiply our spiritual blessings, by enab- 
ling us through his grace to taste the ricl> 
provisions of his never-failing mercy in the 
redemption there is in Christ Jesus, and to 
eat of that bread of eternal life, which com- 
eth down from heaven and giveth life to the 
world, 

Our weeping seed-time has been succeed- 
ed by a joyful harvest, and our hearts are 


made glad in the city of our God. The 
stated preaching of the “ good news of great 
joy” has not been followed by any remark- 
able circumstances 3 but many, we humbly 
t-ust, have listened to the still small voice 
of reason, and have abandoned error, and 
are now listening to the truth as it is in Je- 
sis, an enguiring the way to Zion with 
their faces thitherward ! 

Words would fail to express our gratitude 
to the Father of mercies for the unitedness 
and friendship—the love of fellow-feeling 
that exists among us, and for the success that 
has hitherto attended the preached worda- 


mong Us. 





has gone cut ia this) 


The spirit of enguiry, 


. 


part of God’s heritage,aund the galling cha; " 
of biggotted error are falling from the mis ry 
of many. om 

Permit us to express our high respect fy 
each member of the association ; and m 
God the Lord direct your deliberatio : 
May we not hope to be remembered in “ pa 
addresses at the throne of Grace, for im 
tinuance of our prosperity in heavenly 
things, and an addition to our numbers ;; 
such as shall delight to live in the iadvthe 
of pure and undefiled religion before ( 0d 
and the Father. , 

That our welfare, as a society and as jp. 
dividuals professing faith in God’s impartial 
grace, may be promoted, we beg to be re. 
ceived into fellowship with our brethrey 
composing the association, and _ to become 
subject to such regulations as are consistent 
with the spirit of the gospel. 

With sentiments of christian affection and 
love, we pray God for your collective and 
individual prosperity and happiness throush 
time, and your eternal felicity, and that of 
all mankind in eternity, through Ciirist the 
Lamb of God and our Redeemer. 

In behalf of the Society, 

SENS. CARYL, 
» C. CONGDON, 
Committee, 


} 





Timg.—It is for young men to gathe: 
knowledge, old men to use it, and assure 
yourself that no man gives a fairer account 
of his time, than he that makes it his dail; 
duty to make himself, better. ; 





Lire.—Many who find the day too long. 
think life too short ; but as short as. life is 
some find it long enough to. outlive their 
characters, their constitutions, and their es- 
tates. 





Fear guides more to their duty than grt- 
itude 3 there are thousands who are 00. 
oily from the apprehensions of punis!0"i" 





NOTICE. 


{> The public are respectfully inforn- 
ed, that Brother BLoon, will perform divine 
service, at the Court House, at the usual 
hours, on Sunday next. 

Oct. 3, 1823. 





——— nat 





PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY, AT TWO DO! LARS 
PER ANNUM, PAYABLE HALF YEARLY 
IN ADVANCE.—H. A. SALISBURY, 
PRINTER. 











